OifaHrseny 
Shree Kaalikaashtakam (Shree Shankaraachaarya) 
Eight Verses in Praise of Kaalee 


Teg Naa) HUSATCAT 

ARTA Yael PCA | 

foaAaT PATA Fash 

Welle -HT HATHA || 1 || 

The One Whose neck is decorated with the garland of skulls of impure 
thoughts from which the blood of passion continues to flow, Who is terribly 
loud and Whose large teeth are frightening, Who is bare, Who lives in the 
cremation grounds, Whose hair is scattered, and Who is always eager for 
union with Mahaakaala, She is known by the name Kaalikaa.. 


aol THA RIS eer 

a aagasya & ata | 

Qa GATT 

Cea AHEa OAR | | 21 

The One Who is holding the head of the ego and a sword in Her two left 
hands, and is offering blessings and granting fearlessness with Her two 
right hands, Whose waist is beautiful, Who is leaning forward from the 
weight of Her breasts which are filled with the milk of devotion, with the 
blood of passion trickling out from both sides of Her mouth, Who is slowly 
laughing, She is the One, Who is the Great Kaalikaa. 


WAS SHUI YH 

a WT —wyat—re | 

waor—Fatereet rai — 

vagleg, VEGAS || 3 | 

The Great Kaalikaa, Whose ears bear two dead bodies* as earrings, Whose 
hair is dear to the hearts of all, Who is sitting on dead bodies, Whose 
aasana is in the form of a dead body, and Who is being extolled by the 
rising voices of the shringaalees, She is that Great Kaalikaa, Who is 
universally famous. 


* [Note: We must first die unto ourselves to come to Her. Sometimes these 
are two dead babies, meaning that we must both become like simple little 
children and die unto ourselves to come to Her. ] 
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foreerfecanered Toa 

PARRA dite! HEAT FATE | 

wed wale 4 faratar ear || 4 II 

O Mother! The best among the gods, Brahmaa having four mouths, Vishnu, 
and Lord Shiva, have become the best by worshiping every quality of 
Yours. O Mother, even the gods cannot attain Your form. 


ered waded a fareta ca 115 1 

O Mother! You are the Great Kaalee or Sarasvatee Who attracts the world. 
You are the one Who takes care of devotees and destroys the enemies. 
Please let me know Who You are, You Who relish humanity and stop the 
voice. Even the gods are not able to attain Your form. 


ga eater YA: Heracetl 

WARY GAM genet weeate | 

oa d Hae vache fie 

wed ade 4 farata cari) 6 II 

O Mother! This prayer of Yours is a heaven-provider and is equivalent to a 
branch of a Kalpavrisksha, a tree that fulfills all wishes just as soon as one 
imagines it. So, please fulfill all the wishes and heartfelt desires of Your 
devotees and worshipers. Those devotees are always blessed by Your 
prayer, even though even the gods are not able to attain Your form. 


| SE CRIB ICAL 
A Goto rare | 
eGo eager 
wed weld 4 faratat ear 11 7 II 
O Mother, Who always is drinking the drink of the gods, Who does favors 
for Her devotees! You always reside in a pious heart, even though the 
gods, Who remove the dust in their hearts with the nectar of recitation, 
concentration, and worship, are not able to attain Your form. 


PIee-He BW ACA 

aerate waT ofa | 

Wai Gata Be AAA 

eared was 4 forafat ar 118 I 

O Mother! Even the gods do not know Your form as the fruit of the heart's 
pleasure, full of little smiles, a collection of moonlight from tens of millions 
of winter moons, You Who enlighten the hearts of poets and saints. 
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AeI-AG-aiohl GRETA YT 

waltag fatrarpirarrat | 

qT Tel 4 get 4 OMTgust 

wed wale 4 fart ear 11 9 11 

O Mother! Sometimes You become Mahaa Kaalee as dark as the great 
clouds, sometimes You become Mahaa Lakshmee bearing beautiful red 
color, and sometimes You become white-colored Mahaa Sarasvatee. 
Sometimes You become Yogamaayaa with most amazing form that 
awestrucks. The reality is that You are not a girl, not an old lady, nota 
young lady, and even the gods are unable to know Your form. 


STARGTNTE Aer TTATS 

Aa repre Wert Ac | 

dd & aera 

wed cada a farafa ear] 10 1 

O Mother! Please forgive this crime of mine that I disclosed a confidential 
form of Yours to the world as I became childish while focused on You alone. 
Even the gods are not able to attain Your form! 


bay dl: 

ale earyat: Tsq A ATVRTe Udit faeetl weet | 

qe msckitedd att yfoa: ered cada a farafat cari 41 1 

O Mother! Ifa person recites these praises while concentrating on Mahaa 
Kaalee, he or she becomes great in this world, and all eight Siddhis reside 
in that person's house. That devotee is liberated: he or she attains Moksha 
or "salvation" upon his or her death — even though the gods do not know 
Your form! 


|| oiler GT | | 
Here ends the Kaalikaashtakam. 
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